LIVING

in the Åland archipelago

Quality of life in the fantastic island world

WELCOME TO THE FANTASTIC ISLAND
WORLD ALMOST IN THE MIDDLE OF THE
NORDIC COUNTRIES.

Welcome to the
Åland archipelago!
Here you can work and live in a peaceful and safe environment with
beautiful nature around you. The local communities are small but
the services are well-developed and new residents are welcomed.
Here the quality of life is the watchword. Everything is close by and
queues are non-existing.
Are you dreaming of a life in a safe environment of natural
beauty? Would you like to live close to your work, school or day
care centre? Do you enjoy outdoor recreation? Make your dreams
come true in the Åland archipelago!

MANY ISLANDS
Åland is a myriad of islands of all sizes. It is alleged that there are
over 6,000 islands larger than a regular house lot.
The Ålanders themselves divide Åland into two areas; the main
island and the archipelago. Åland’s only town Mariehamn is situated
on the main island, whilst the six archipelago municipalities are
located east of the main island.

OWN LEGISLATION
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Åland is a unique autonomous island province in Finland with
Swedish as the only official language. Åland has its own Legislative
Assembly with the power to enact laws within a number of spheres,
and a local Provincial Government. Åland is also a demilitarized
zone, and the residents are exempt from the military service in
Finland.

GOOD COMMUNICATIONS
Åland is well located in the North, almost in the middle of the Baltic
Sea and close to both Sweden and Finland. The large passenger
ferries between Finland and Sweden, and Sweden and Estonia call
ports in Åland several times a day. In addition, Åland has regular
flights to and from Stockholm and Helsinki.

RIGHT OF DOMICILE
The Ålanders have their own ”nationality”, the right of domicile,
which can be applied for after five years of permanent stay in
Åland. However, living and working in Åland is not a problem
without the right of domicile. You can buy an apartment, a plot or
a house in residential areas, and you can start a business. Welcome
to the archipelago – we will be happy to be help you to become an
islander!
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EMPLOYMENT IN THE ARCHIPELAGO.

Living locally, working globally!

Opportunities for work

Digital technology has opened countless doors for more flexible
jobs. You can live in one place and have your customers and
employers in another. In other words, telecommuting has become
a remarkable opportunity, for both employees as well as for those
running their own businesses.

The obvious question is “Where can I work if I move to the archipelago?” There
is a wide range of opportunities. The archipelago, like any other community,
needs hairdressers and drivers, as well as teachers and nurses. There are apple
trees growing in orchards on many islands, and there are forests on some. Many
residents are also self-employed and start-ups are welcomed.

PERFECT SETTINGS
E-commuting is excellent in the archipelago and many have already
discovered the benefits.
Here you don’t need to suffer from the hectic city life with traffic
jams and time-consuming commuting. In the archipelago you can
live in a quiet, safe and beautiful natural environment and work
more efficiently. Less stress improves quality of life, which in turn
increases job satisfaction and performance.

FAST DIGITAL CONNECTIONS
The Åland archipelago municipalities have invested in rapid fiber
systems and focus actively on entrepreneurship investments. Many
communities offer office space for rent when you wish to join an
office community.
Telecommuting can vary, of course. Some people can handle the
majority of all tasks from a home office in the archipelago, whilst
others may work half-time at home and half-time at clients’ or
employers’ premises.

GOOD COMMUNICATIONS

Starting your own business?
Here you will find help!

FISH AND VEGETABLES

PRIVATE ENTERPRISING

PUBLIC SECTOR

Islanders have also specialized in
growing vegetables, both in the open air
and in greenhouses. Most of the harvest
is exported to Finland. Åland’s only
plant nursery produces pine and spruce
seedlings in Vårdö.
There are fish farms, for mainly
rainbow trout and whitefish, in the
archipelago. Fish is slaughtered all year
round and exported to Finland, either
fresh or processed.

Many islanders are running their own
companies in a variety of industries,
them including construction and
logistics. Services are also required.
Some of these companies focus mostly
on tourism, such as holiday villages,
marinas, campsites and excursion boat
services.
Anyone who wants to start a company,
will be offered assistance to get started,
for example by Enterprising Archipelago.
Many municipalities have lots to offer if
you want to build an industrial facility.
Versatility is a good tool, for example
sheep farming can be combined with
rental cottages and handicrafts business.

There is a variety of services available
in the public sector. Schools, children’s
day care centres and senior homes seek
skilled workers periodically. Also the
technology sector requires people with
specialized skills.
Many who live in the archipelago work
at sea - both on the ferries operating in
the archipelago and in cargo, passenger
and tanker ships all around the world.
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Are you planning to start your own
business in the archipelago? Or, do
you already have one that you want
to develop further? Would you like to
discuss opportunities and conditions?
Please feel free to contact our archipelago
developer who collaborates with the
organization Enterprising Archipelago
that promotes enterprising in the
archipelago. Entrepreneurs can get help
with starting up a business, for example
advice on company formalities and
financial support, and information about
legal permits and contacts to authorities.
Phone: + 358 40 750 3550

When you need to travel to another place, the means of
communication are no problem. The archipelago ferries have
daily departures and there are flight and ferry connections from
Mariehamn out to the world.

THERE ARE NO BLOCKS OF FLATS IN THE ARCHIPELAGO.
HERE YOU LIVE ON THE GROUND FLOOR, AND OFTEN NEXT TO THE SEA.

Find your home in the archipelago!
The archipelago municipalities welcome new residents,
and real estate companies have built homes, e.g. semidetached or rowhouses for rent. Small-scaleness is
characteristics of the archipelago life, also when it comes
to housing. When we talk about council houses, there
are rarely more than three or four apartments, and all of
them are located on the ground floor so that everybody
can have their own small garden.
The municipalities have also invested in nice residential
areas with water, sewage and public utilities. The plots
are sold for building family houses. The plots are often

large, from 1,500 to 3,000 sq. metres, and the prices are
favourable. When possible, these areas are located close
to the waterfront. Many residents appreciate having a
sea view and a private jetty next to the home.
Sometimes there are also private houses for rent for a
shorter or longer periods.
You’re welcome to contact the municipality of your
choice and get updated information about apartments
and plots available.

THE FERRIES ARE THE LAND ROADS FOR THE ISLANDERS.

Dense ferry
connections year round
In the archipelago you live on islands without road connections to the main island.
But where the road ends, the ferry takes over. The ferry network is well-developed and the
ferries are modern and comfortable. They carry both cars and trucks and there are sitting
lounges onboard. The cafés onboard serve hot meals, coffee, refreshments and snacks.

MANY DAILY DEPARTURES
The largest ferries are operated according to timetable and they have several daily
departures, all year round. A normal winter with frozen sea is no problem!
In other words, you can live on one of the islands and make day visits to Mariehamn,
Åland’s only town on the main island. There are also cable ferry connections between some
of the smaller islands. These ferries are operated virtually around the clock, 24/7.

PRICE-WORTHY FERRY TICKET FOR THE WHOLE YEAR
The inter-island ferries are free for passengers. Vehicles are charged a fee, but archipelago
residents can buy a season ticket at a reasonable price. The ticket entitles the holder for
unlimited amount of trips throughout the year.
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Health care
in the municipalities
Åland Public Health Care, ÅHS, is
responsible for all health care services
in Åland.
Every island municipality has a
health care clinic with a public health
nurse and regular consultation by a
doctor. The clinics also offer child
and maternal care counselling, school
health care and home health care.
The central hospital in Mariehamn
offers specialist consultation and
maternity ward. In emergency
situations the medical care in the
archipelago is provided with fast
transportations by coast guard ships
or a helicopter.
Every archipelago municipality also
runs a home for elderly persons who
are not able to live at home alone. The
elderly get their own rooms or small
apartments and assistance and care
with the daily needs.

THE ARCHIPELAGO MUNICIPALITIES ARE SMALL BUT THE
SERVICES ARE WELL-DEVELOPED WITH MANY DAYCARE
CENTRES AND SCHOOLS LOCATED CLOSE TO RESIDENTS.

Safe for children –
convenient for parents
The daily life in the archipelago is convenient for families. Each municipality has invested
in children’s daycare services and built daycare centres with nice facilities for outdoor
activities too. Usually the child gets a place in the daycare centre directly. In some
villages the daycare centres are adjacent to the elderly people’s homes, which increases
the interaction between the generations and brings joy for the old and the young alike.
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COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOLS
There are several schools in the archipelago. The schools with
grades 1–9 are situated in the main villages. The school transport
system is well-developed. Pupils in the elementary school get a free
school transportation if the distance from home to school is more
than 5 kilometers. Older pupils who live more than five kilometres
from school are also entitled to free school transport.
The school buildings are equipped with physical education
facilities as well as special class rooms for music, physics and
chemistry. There is also a room for lunches. A free hot meal is
prepared on site and served to the pupils every day. Also snacks
are included.

INDIVIDUAL LEVEL
The archipelago schools are small on global standards. Sometimes
there is only a handful of pupils per grade. This means that each
pupil receives almost individual tuition.
The schools have access to modern technologies and focus on
distance learning and participation in projects and partnerships
with other schools, both on and outside the Åland Islands.
The schools offer natural meeting points in the municipalities
and host various events and libraries.
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Åland with its 29,000 inhabitants
is an autonomous and demilitarized
Swedish-speaking province in the Baltic
Sea, between Sweden and Finland.
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Åland belongs to Finland but has the
right to pass laws in a number of areas
such as business, education, health
care, police, postal services and culture.
National Finnish laws are applied to
foreign policies and legal issues.
The Åland Autonomy with the Åland
Parliament and Provincial Government
is seated at the Autonomy Building in
Mariehamn.
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Many roads in the archipelago are built
over bridges and causeways. There are
also smaller ferries operating between
some islands.
SKÄRGÅRDSFÄRJOR • SAARISTOLAUTAT
INTER-ISLAND FERRIES

TECKENFÖRKLARING • MERKKIEN SELITYKSET • KEY TO SIGNS
Utkikstorn • Näköalatorni • Lookout tower
Vandringsstig • Vaelluspolku • Hiking trail
Kyrka • Kirkko • Church
Sevärdhet • Nähtävyys • Place of interest
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Åland’s only town Mariehamn is located
on the largest island. Mariehamn has a
busy port and frequent ferry connections
to Sweden, Finland and Estonia. There
is also an airport in Mariehamn.
The distances in Åland are short. From
the important ferry harbour Långnäs
it is about 30km to Mariehamn. From
Hummelvik, another important harbour
for the inter-island ferries, the distance
to Mariehamn is approximately 40km.

Karta © Lantmäteriverket. Bearbetning © Strax Kommunikation 2018.
Reproduktion och partiell kopiering utan skriftligt tillstånd är förbjuden.

Turistinformation • Matkailuneuvonta • Tourist information
Sjukhus • Sairaala • Hospital
Flygplats • Lentokenttä • Airport
Badstrand • Uimaranta • Beach

Åland is guaranteed a seat in the Finnish
Parliament. Åland belongs to Finland
and to the EU, but stays outside the EU
tax union. In 1954 Åland got its own
flag with a red and yellow cross on blue
background. In 1993 Åland Post got
its own postal services and the right to
issue own stamps.

Golfbana • Golfkenttä • Golf course
Familjepark • Perhepuisto • Theme Park
Cykelfärja • Pyörälautta • Bicycle ferry
Bilfärja • Autolautta • Car ferry

Norra linjen • Pohjoinen reitti • Northern route
Södra linjen • Eteläinen reitti • Southern route
Tvärgående linjen • Poikittaisreitti • Transverse route
Föglölinjen • Föglön reitti • Föglö route
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Mail Route across the islands
The Mail Route from Sweden to Finland across the
Åland Islands was inaugurated in the first half of the
1600s. In the archipelago the route passed Vårdö,
Kumlinge and Brändö. Local farmers were required
to carry the mail either on foot, by horse or by boat.
Voyages could be both arduous and dangerous,
especially in small open boats between the islands.

THE ARCHIPELAGO HAS AN ACTIVE LOCAL
CULTURE AND COMMUNITY LIFE. EVENTS AND
COURSES ARE ARRANGED ON REGULAR BASIS.

Active community
and culture life
Clubs and associations offer an excellent way to participate in the
local community life. People in the Nordic Countries are often
active in their local communities, and Ålanders make no exception.
There is a variety of associations and clubs organizing activities for
meaningful leisure time. It’s easy to get involved and maybe even
take a seat in a board.
Sports enthusiasts can enjoy a wide range of sports, both indoors
and outdoors. Indoor sports halls with facilities for e.g. ball games
are often adjacent to schools. Some villages have tennis courts and
gyms.

JOIN A COURSE
The local branches of Red Cross and Folkhälsan health care
organization offer a variety of activities such as fairs, first aid
courses, walks and lectures.
The Medis adult education centre also offers study circles in the
archipelago. There are courses both in practical subjects, e.g. crafts
and dance, and curriculums in languages and IT skills.

The legacy of the Mail Route is highlighted in the
archipelago municipalities. Milestones and memorials have been erected in several places along
the route.

Monastery in the 1400s
A Franciscan monastery, the only monastery
in Åland, was built in Kökar in the early 1400s.
Several well-preserved house foundations have
been excavated and the finds are displayed in the
monastery cellar next to the church.
A Franciscan Day celebration with a Catholic
mass is arranged every summer in Kökar. The
monastery was closed in the 1500s during the
reign of Swedish king Gustav Vasa.

EVERYONE’S EFFORT MAKES A DIFFERENCE
Youth clubs and village societies in the municipalities offer
opportunities for the residents to get together and work on projects
of various sizes for the benefit of their community.
They take care, among other things, of the annual midsummer
festivities and raising the maypole. They arrange summer dances,
theatre performances, or perhaps build a new dance floor, or a
lookout tower along a hiking trail.
It is easy to become an active islander – each individual effort is
important for the big picture! There are also hunting clubs with
members who don’t only hunt together but also arrange parties to
celebrate the hunting season.
The local culture associations organize events, run museums and
welcome new active members. Each municipality has a well-stocked
public library.

Peace Congress on
a small island
A small village in Vårdö became the scene of
a major peace conference in the 1700s. The
Congress was opened on 20 May in 1718 in an
attempt to end the Great Northern War which
had raged for 18 years between Sweden and
Russia. No peace was achieved and all buildings
constructed for the delegates were demolished
afterwards.
The Congress is said to have had extravagant
feasts, for example oyster shells have been found
in archeological excavations!
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IT’S EASY TO ENJOY OUTDOOR RECREATION IN THE ÅLAND ARCHIPELAGO.

Enjoy fantastic outdoor recreation
The possibilities are many. It’s close to everything and
the fantastic nature is always there. ”To go out at sea”,
as the islanders say, is an essential part of the everyday
life in the archipelago where you are always close to the
sea. Many fish for household consumption, lay nets or go

KAYKING, HIKING, HUNTING
Kayaking is great in the archipelago
with the myriad of islands, inlets and
straits. You can make day trips or longer
excursions with overnight stays at
campsites or cottage villages.
There are signposted hiking trails on
many islands, and you can go cycling,
jogging or walking along the country
roads with very little traffic.
Hunting is a big hobby for many
residents. The islands may look small on
the map but there are both elks and deer.

casting for pikes. Others take relaxing boat trips and go
ashore on uninhabited islands for sun bathing, swimming
and hiking, or enjoy the stillness. The municipalities
offer marinas also for the residents who don’t live by the
seaside or have a jetty of their own.

VERSATILE ARCHIPELAGO
NATURE
Nature itself offers many experiences.
Bird life and flora are rich and varied.
Spring is a unique season with nesting
sea fowl, and eiders can be seen and
heard in the bays.
The outermost archipelago islands are
barren and bare. The larger islands are
both lush and wooded, and there you can
find cranberries, bilberries and different
kinds of mushrooms. According to
everyman’s right you are free to walk
in the woods and pick berries and
mushrooms for your own consumption,
always with respect for private property.
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WINTER ON ICE
The frozen sea during the coldest winter
months offers unique opportunities for
winter sports. This is when all winter
enthusiasts go long-distance skating
and ice-yachting between the islands.
How about skating to the next island,
preferably with a wind on your back, and
then taking the next ferry back home?
Anglers drill a hole in the ice and jig for
perch. Sometimes there are ice fishing
contests arranged in the archipelago.

Services for visitors
The archipelago attracts many visitors who want to
enjoy nature and relaxing outdoor recreation.
All archipelago municipalities offer accommodation
on campsites, holiday villages or guesthouses with
cafés and restaurants.
The archipelago is excellent for boating visitors and
there are marinas with service available. Bigger
villages have shops, postal services and banks.

Total area: 108 km2

Total area: 135 km2

Population: 470 inhabitants

Population: 550 inhabitants

Communications:

Communications:

Brändö – Turku
Ferry from Brändö/ Åva to Osnäs
(Vuosnainen) in Gustavs (Kustavi),
35 minutes. From Osnäs (Vuosnainen)
c. 1.5 hours by car to Turku.
About 4 daily departures.

Föglö – Mariehamn
Ferry from Föglö/ Degerby to Svinö, 25
min. Ferry from Föglö / Överö to Långnäs
via ”Southern ferry line” c. 45 min. From
Svinö and Långnäs to Mariehamn 30 min.
by car. Ferry departures almost every hour
during the day.

Brändö – Mariehamn
Ferry from Brändö/ Torsholma to
Hummelvik 2 h 20 min. From Hummelvik
to Mariehamn less than 1 hour by car.
About 3 daily departures.
Contact:
Brändö municipality office
Phone int: +358 18 56500,
E-mail: kommundirektor@brando.ax
www.brando.ax

Brändö

Föglö

Brändö is located closest to the mainland of Finland and consists of ten inhabited islands
of which seven are within a road network. The other islands are Asterholma and Lappo,
south of the road network, and Jurmo in the north. Connections to Asterholma, Jurmo
and Lappo are operated by local ferries. The fish farm Brändö Lax Ab is the biggest
company in Brändö. There are also 60 other entrepreneurs who employ themselves
with construction work, tourism, and sheep and Highland cattle farming.

Föglö consists of many smaller and larger islands connected to each other by roads,
causeways, bridges and a cable ferry. In the past, the main village Degerby was located
next to an important sailing route and had a customs house and a pilot station. One
of the older village houses was earlier used as a seat for court sessions, and today it
houses an inn. There are fish farms and fishery plants in the municipality.

Föglö – Turku
Ferry from Föglö/ Överö to Galtby c. 4.5
hours, to Turku c. 2 hours by car. 2 daily
departures.
Contact:
Föglö municipality office
Phone int: +358 18 50322
E-mail: info@foglo.ax
www.foglo.ax

Total area: 64 km2

Total area: 102 km2

Population: 250 inhabitants

Population: 440 inhabitants

Communications:

Communications:

Kökar – Mariehamn
Ferry from Kökar to Långnäs 2.5 hours.
From Långnäs to Mariehamn 30 min.
by car. 3–6 daily departures.

Vårdö – Mariehamn
Cable ferry from Vårdö to Prästö in Sund
is operated round the clock. Vårdöby –
Mariehamn c. 55 minutes.

Kökar – Turku
Ferry from Kökar to Galtby less than 2.5
hours, from Galtby to Turku c. 2 hours by
car. Up to 2 daily departures.

Vårdö – Turku
Hummelvik – Torsholma in Brändö –
Osnäs (Vuosnainen) in Gustavs (Kustavi).
1 hour by car from Gustavs (Kustavi) to
Turku. Duration c. 5 hours in total.

Contact:
Kökar municipality office
Phone int: +358 18 55829
E-mail: kokar.kommun@kokar.ax
www.kokar.ax

Kökar

Vårdö

Kökar in the southeastern archipelago is Finland’s southernmost municipality. In
the past the islands were located by a historically important sailing route between
today’s Sweden and Tallinn. Kökar offers many historical attractions, them including
a Bronze Age dwelling site. Today, shipping, tourism and agriculture are important
industries in Kökar.

Vårdö is situated within a convenient commuting distance from the main island of
Åland that is reached by a cable ferry. In other words, you can live in Vårdö and work
on the main island. In Vårdö there are many greenhouses and large apple orchards.
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Contact:
Vårdö municipality office
Phone int +358 18 47900
E-mail: info@vardo.ax
www.vardo.ax

Total area: 28 km2
Population: 100 personer
Communications:
Sottunga – Mariehamn
Ferry from Sottunga to Långnäs 1 hour 20
minutes. From Långnäs to Mariehamn 30
minutes by car. 3–6 daily departure.
Sottunga – Åbo
Ferry from Sottunga to Korpo (Korppoo),
less than 3.5 hours. From Korpo (Korppoo)
t0 Turku c. 2 hours by car.
2–3 daily departures.
Contact:
Sottunga municipality office
Phone int: +358 18 55125
E-mail: sottunga@sottunga.ax
www.sottunga.ax

Sottunga
Sottunga is the smallest municipality in Finland. Most of the residents live on the
largest island, but there are also some smaller islands with year-round inhabitants.
Here everybody knows and helps each other – both at work and in leisure time.
Agriculture has traditionally been an important industry.

Contact

Åland Chamber of Commerce
(Ålands Näringsliv)
Nygatan 6, vån. II

Municipality offices in the archipelago
municipalities:

22100 MARIEHAMN

Please see the information pages and
websites.

E-mail: info@naringsliv.ax

Council offices for economic
development and economic
development boards can be contacted
through the municipality offices or by
e-mail.
Total area: 99 km2

Enterprising Archipelago

Population: 320 personer

(Företagsam Skärgård r.f.)
Phone int: +358 (0)40 7503 550

Communications:

E-mail: info@skargarden.ax

Kumlinge – Mariehamn
Northern ferry line: Ferry from Kumlinge
to Hummelvik in Vårdö, 1 hour 15 min.
From Hummelvik to Mariehamn by car c.
50 minutes.

www.skargarden.ax
Åland Living
Nygatan 5

Cross line: Ferry from Kumlinge/ Snäckö
to Långnäs 1.5 hours. From Långnäs to
Mariehamn c. 30 min by car. 5–6 daily
departures.

22100 MARIEHAMN
Phone int: + 358 18 25000
www.alandliving.ax

Kumlinge – Turku
From Kumlinge via Brändö to Gustavs
(Kustavi), 2.5 hours by ferry and car. From
Gustavs (Kustavi) to Turku c. 1.5 hours by
car. 3–4 daily departures.

Kumlinge

Contact:
Kumlinge municipality office
Phone int: +358 18 622400
E-mail: kansli@kumlinge.ax
www.kumlinge.ax

Kumlinge is located almost in the middle of the Åland archipelago. The municipality
has two ferry ports and ferries operating different routes. Also here you can live on
several islands that can be reached by small ferries round the year. Kumlinge has
a small airport for aircrafts to land, the only airport in the archipelago. The public
sector, shipping and tourism are the main employers.
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Åland Government
(Ålands Landskapsregering)
PB 1060
22111 MARIEHAMN
Phone int: + 358 18 25000
www.regeringen.ax

Phone int: + 358 18 29029
www.naringsliv.ax
Åland Job Centre
(Ålands arbetsmarknads- och
studieservicemyndighet)
Nygatan 5
22100 MARIEHAMN
Phone int: + 358 18 25000
E-mail: aland@mol.fi and info@ams.ax
www.ams.ax
Åland Entrepreneurs’ Association
(Ålands Företagareförening r.f.)
Skarpansvägen 17
22100 MARIEHAMN
Phone int: + 358 18 23277
E-mail: ombudsman@foretagare.ax
www.foretagare.ax
Archipelago Ferries
(Ålandstrafiken)
Styrmansgatan 1
22100 MARIEHAMN
Phone int: + 358 18 25600
E-mail: info@alandstrafiken.ax
www.alandstrafiken.ax
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